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The two-volume Fortress Commentary orr the Bible is aimed at general readers, seeking
to offer them the following: understanding of the text in its ancient context, understand-
ing of interpretative traditions, and resources for reflection on the texts in present-day
contexts. This threefold structure is the basis for handling each passage. Each NT book
is also given an introduction and a bibliography. There are also four broader thematic
essays and introductory essays for each major section of the NT. There is a fair range of
contributors, generally with the left-leaning approach that is frequent among Fomess
authors. Among the list there are, for instance, Warren Carter (on Matthew), Adele
Reinhartz (John), Laura Nasrallah (1 Corinthians), Sylvia Keesmaat (Colossians), David
deSilva (Hebrews).

The entries vary in content, from the type of mini-commentary usually seen in one- or
two-volume Bible commentaries, e.g. Julia Lambert Fogg on Philippians, to focused
expressions of the contributor's particular reading of the text. Take Brigitte Kahl's entry
on Galatians for example. For Kahl, Paul in Galatians talks about 'two kinds of other-
ness, one that he fiercely contests, and one that he embraces as "not other"' (p. 506); 'the
"other gospel" Paul rejects is essentially the Roman gospel of peace through war and
victory, although it is disguised as "Jewish gospel"' (p. 507). For Kahl, much of past
interpretation cast the gospel of Christ 'into the "iron cage" of a binary constmct that set
Christianity off against the cursed other' (p. 506). Where the Fortress Commentary turns
in such radical directions, ironically it seems less of a useful introductory work for the
general reader - they would not necessarily get a good introduictory feel for the text and
the historical trajectory of scholarship - but more of a very useful resource indeed for
students and scholars seeking to learn about current approaches and concerns.
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